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en Afghanistan 



ETHNOGRAPHIC MUSEUM OF NURISTAN. 



Nuristan, situated in the North East of Afghanistan and having a 
very classical culture, interests since one century the 
^sociologists and linguists of the world. The Nuristani 
•population is of the Aryan race and lived until 1895 in the 
'Aryan culture and religion. After 1895, Amir Abdul Rahman Khan 
'-attacked Nuristan and reannexed it to Afghanistan. In this era, 
: the Nuristanis were converted to Islam. Since this conversion 
until today, the Aryan classical culture of Nouristan is in 
■•' danger of perishing. 

■ V ;;The sociologists and linguists found a lot of resemblances 
■.•■.between the Nuristani language & culture and the Aryan 
£jj civilization thus with the one of VIDA. It is why they give a 
v|> ; big value to the seniority of the Nuristani culture and wants to 

'•;j9'save it. 



•„•.' I, 

■f$.This 
•i 



cul ture 



more and more in danger. In addition, the 



^things, presenting its historical value, have disappeared from 
§4 the museum of Kabul.: 



It If w e don't do something for saving the classical culture of 
g Nuristan, it will no doubt completely disappear. In our opinion, 
creation of one ethnologic museum in Nouristan is the only 



VI the 



:||way to protect this precious culture. 



;|We decided recently to create the "Ethnographic Museum of 
j,; Nuristan". The interested persons and cultural organizations may 
-'■address their inquiries to : 



Farouq DAROUKZAI , 
Peshawar . 



one of the Technical Directors of MADERA 



2- Samiullah TAZA, Journalist in MADERA 



MADERA, . 

U.P.OlSOX: HM, 53-C (II), Gttl Mohar l ane, 
Univ«*Uy Town, l'rsh.iwar. 
Tel :( 0521) 840546,4 l.M 4 
Fax i(0$21) R40234 



MADERA, 
3, Rue ROUBO, 
7501 1 Paris. 
Tel : (1) 43 70 50 07 
Fax : (1) 43 70 60 07 
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Budget for Nooristan Ethnogrophical Museum 
Budget Plan for (One year) Project 1995 



S.No 


Items 




Unit 


Unit-Cost 


Qty 


Cost (Rs) 
























Qty 

* 


Cost (Rs) 


Qty 


Cost (Rs) 


Qty 


Cost (Rs) 


Qty 


Cost (Rs) 


1 


Building 




281000 


1 


281000 


















2 


Generator 


Unit 


40000 


1 


40000 
















— 


3 


Urgent purch. of historical m. 


Lumpsum 






300000 


















4 


Fuel for generator 


Litre 


1000 


12 


12000 


















5 


Admins. & Stationary 


Lumpsum 






30000 


















6 


Trip to Peshawar 


Trip 


2000 


24 


48000 


















7 


Trip local 


Trip 


1000 


60 


60000 


















8 


Transportation 


Trip 


2000 


12 


24000 


















9 


Manager 


1 


Month 


8000 


12 


96000 


















10 


Co. officer 


1 


Month 


3000 


12 


36000 


















1 1 


Artistic carpenter 


1 


Month 


3000 


12 


36000 


















12 


Cook 


1 


Month 


1500 


12 


18000 


















13 


Guard 


1 


Month 


1500 


12 


18000 


















14 


Food Allowance 


5 


Month 


500 


12 


30000 




















Total 








1029000 



















Salary 234000 22.74% 

Investment 621000 60.35% 

Running Cost 174000 16.91% 



Total 1029000 100.00% 



DISK : TREP01, FILE : MUSBUD.WQ1 



GEOGRAPHICAL SITTT AT I ON 



3go ist ?" '..M situated in the .north-east of Afghanistan, to 34°, 
36 30' of north latitude and to 70°, 71° 30' of ea^t 
longitude. It has a surface of 8,000 km' and three biq vallevs 
...situated to the southern summits of Hindukush. To the north it 

^LiXn 9 °n^ n9 r BadakhS ^ n a " d tD the south lies Kunar ana 
.iaghman The German doctor, HEBKUSH, considers Nuristan 

situated to the north-east of Afghanistan, like the country of 

a belt" of If " CSS : ," h \ 1 } hS <~ ai »s °E Nuristan spread li 
a belt of defence and of dawns of strategic view, its vallevs 
have great importance". He said that the mountains of Nuristan 
were the key of the victory in India. stains ot Nuristan 

•kinds ta of forWl a » Very „ Cl ^ 8iCal culture ' Possesses several 
' lovMv n^.^o , ' , a 9° od climate, magnificent landscapes and 

"compared the i«r^\ - t0urists ■ <>xie of the tourists 

..compared the foiests of Nuristan to the petrol of the Persian 

|More than 300,000 people live in three valleys of Nuristan 
'■- Historical A.qp pi-I- : 1 



The ethnographic and morphological studies proved that the 
' pre^nTtL^V* 6 de , SCendants of the A >™ The historians 
. .lHna n trL h e at of °" ^ pendants of the 

^Th^wnr* Tf S ^ £ 10 main Arya " tribes who lived ^ 4,000 B.C 

T is tribe miarated 5 «P eated sev ."al times in the book of VIDA 
Bokhrt-i ^nar»u? t during the immigration of the Aryans, from 

; ; beg^n\^ , of t ^ar^ g 8 ° Uth ° f Hi " dUkUSh ^ J ^ " 

TitTf'c) 1^7: when Alexander the Great, attacked India 
the war in Sf.rW™ » Nuri " ani territory and was injured during 
Lennart Itwpr . a "thropologist Danish mission, headed by 

wo Id have S Th : \\ l 13 Ukely that A l«ander the Great 
would have burnt a big village or a Nuristani fort durina his 

Alexander VheV "T^ Accordi »9 to the Danish researchers? 
Alexander the Great was interested in the regals, the spectacles 
and the championship of the Nuristanis. ^peccacies 

thn'^vnin/M Thf^ Wr0t ? • 1 " The , Nurista » i warriors won several 
'J.tin.M U„ „,my of Alexander the Great: He was struck by 
the courage ot the Nuristanis. It is why he enrolled 1 nnn Z 
,,2 000 Nuristani warriors in his army. Tl/se warriors returned to 
.their homeland after the death of Alexander the Great" 

||According to BoBwaort : "During the Greek Empire in the era of 
MJDemeti .in:;, Nuri.ntan w;m ii;.mpH ^ « 1 e eic ! 01 



1 



.sum w«u named Kamuj or Kamiji of the Parapamizad 
province which belonged to the Greek Empire; Until 1896, the 

1 



;in this era". ' Ba]aUr and Gil ^ "ere part of Nouristan 

\The Nuristanis had a relation w<i-h 

.civilization was in Gandhara In addition he hh K oshanides whose 
: (or Kaidaris), whose centre was in Itt ' u the K °shanide kids 

f the Nuristanis until thei^ J$L 1**1 had a close relation 
^Islamic Encyclopedia was . written In the 

■first century, Nuristan was oarr of ' n, , „ , 6 . be 9mning of the 
"° word, being the name m^gn^l Ki " 9d0ra " ' Tlle 

Kaidari word which was given as a t\ t i t \ ' C ° meS from 

kings. J e " as a title to some Koshanides 

! '■■> 

f'H. Yule, an Enqlish rpqparriiDr , 
that Nuristan was part of c n/^ountrv X " E " c yclo P edia Brittanica 
^Kashmir and Kabul . During the Middle LI hlc ^ . was located between 
Bilour. Nevertheless, Nuristan (or pf?' ±S count *Y was named 
country of the Kaidaria ^ south of Hi^'f a 5 ) COI ^ituted the 
Kabul and Kashmir. ' SOUth ° f "^dukush summits between 



.|Xf ter the defeat of Kabul ahahan ,m , . 
ff Arabs, the Kaidaris trai sfeired h2F klns F ° f Kabul > by the 
.{Kabul. The last king of "his tribP i ,° apital from Kapisa to 
Resist against the attacks 1 f f Kat ° raman ' could not 

-transfer his capital f rom Kabul tc the Eas t Tr,^ , deCided to 
. :> the word "Katoraman" comes from «k*L^ V. \ Dlvala said that 
.name of Kafiristan (country of thl • l*?*^ 0 * 1 Was the fo ™er 
.Nuristan. country of the infidels) or the present 

■ Gnu lam Mohammad Ghobar the Afnh.n u • *. 

V"The province of Bilouristan w u °? an P resei ^s Nuristan : 
(Kashmir, to the south by ^ M ar-T^d t0 the east by 

,of Nejarb and Panjsher". b£mdhaLa and to the west by the valleys 

\Bellew said that Kaf ,r, Cra n 

■flgit, sebardo. ySe also said thaf H °V ^tral. Yasin, 

^located between Kabul and Kashmir 3 ri Nuristan which was 

named Bilour. The researcher ' Dar ^ Middle "A3e, was 

called Dardestan, the former -Nuristan y the lin 9""t S , 

After the Islamic power settlpd in r=,,-,/n 

separated from Bilouristan a"H ' Several P la ^s were 

forefathers of today 's Nurisranfl co » v "ted to Islam. The 
islam. It. is why they underwent a lot If^-V? d J d ?' t ' COnvert *° 
According to the historical ? u dlff cities and pains, 
progressively deserted the Traces R^h^-.', the Nuristanis 
Gandhara) and the closer reasons T n ? f , B 1 ll ° url "an (north of 
chose the valleys south of H^duH.sh m Jalalaba d • They finally 
easy to defend. "mdukush mountains chain, a region 

Julian Mahmood of Ghazni is the first- m„„, • , 

ij|ayan Kabuli, attacked Nuristan ,n,„ ll™ k " lg ' who Pursuing 
*nd the accessors of Babur L S him ' Timur Lane 
,|ponquered Afghanistan, the f or me ^ t r Nu " sta " • After Islam 
■ fcesieged and attacked by differen trih« " IKa£irista "l "as 
vfaullahs who continually attacked Nur?^ COntr ° lled by fanatic 
people. This invasion lasted at least , ,*„„ a " d massa ^ted the 
I aL least 1 ' 200 years. I„ history 
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1 

■% 
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it was one of the most oppressive religious and one of the 
longest war In 1895, Amir Abdul Rahman Khan conquered Nuristan 
and spread Islam in this province. During this period, this 
.province lacked development. Its inhabitants, with limited 
means, have been able to defend their belief and their region 

MST^r^J^AL^OF THE NURISTANT PTTT.TTTPT? . 

Ahmad Ali Kohzad, the famous Afghan historian wrote • "The 
Alyniens not only keep the Aryans race and features but also 
their former classical culture. The survey of their life 
custom, habits and their language sorely lightens the ancestral 
history of our country. The Nuristanis kept their race 
language customs, culture, civilization and their principles of 
conduct better than all the other Afghans. Moreover this 
historian not only insists on the Nuristani cultural traditions 
but also takes them into consideration for the knowledge of the 
.Aryan culture and civilization. y 

Tytler, the American researcher wrote about the Nuristani. 
Rhnw.nf m" : 1 '\ L °r f° r decorat ion, taste for architecture, 
of hi h S i reallt y that the Nuristanis lived an excellent era 
0 human development and that they have lost all their acquits" 

'An other researcher writes : "The effort, activity, strenqth and 
motivation are caracterist ics of Nuristani people One notice- 
on their face that they underwent a lot of pains and 

leTna^rL^^H That J?„ r6SUlt ° f 3 con tinual harassment of 

igemg treated as infidel during more than thousand years. 

::iW 



'Edelberg, the Danish researcher wrote : "Before the reqearrher<- 
entered Nuristan, their neighbours who had a religious host ilUy 

' ; 2nHvlH e .J^ rlBta , n \ 8 ' presented them l^e an uncultivated ana 
uncivilized population. When these researchers entered this 

■^tt,r%^W-- e *, 1 ! aV i , l 9 studied the company, culture, race and 
& , ^ civilization, they understood that the Nuristanis 
..have a very interesting culture and civilization Basinq 
themselves on its historical properties, they named the' Nuristan 

; cLm z "atio a n ' B V m " COU 5 ltry ° f Hindukush ' ^s culture and 

^civilization, as the civilization of Hindukush. 

Concerning the Nuristani properties and the seniority of the 

B ^ n an9Ua9e ' /'p 6 fam ° US lin ^ists like Morgensterm, 

Buddoiuss Gurson and Fussman believed that this language had a 
position between the "iranic" and "-Indie" languages (Indo- 

nSr 'u, H l 9 n "'I ' ThiS lan ^ & ke Pt ^3 former controlled 
gramma l until our days. 

. 4 

.Benonist said on this, subject : "The Nuristani dialects are of 
y ; ,tne family of the Indo-European languages more exact lylndo- 

^f«L«H? ai T! 9e !; ThGy haVG SOme a PPropriate features and 
jresemble much Xo these two language families (Indo European). It 
■ ^.Obliges us of believing that these dialects were brought to 
.Nuristan by the first Indo- Iranian populations to the moment 

^TOCTA) Th I" r rf UCt bGtWeen thS tW ° 1-guages C VEDA and 
v-AVLSTA). These dialects are more ancient than REGVIDA Oup 



Ml 

■ i' 



could conclude that the Nuristani dialects beinq deHvpH fr- 
the ancient Indo- Iranian language are not affprLn ^-J 
undergo any change as this proVin^ce U fVry" remo te ^ ^ ' 

' ■' ■'••V 

■ & 

,-OF_TH E__ NURISTANI CTTT.TTT PP . 

fLf U ^ S v a p/? S besie 9 ed b y the Muslims for 1200 years under rh* 
name of Kafinstan, its inhabitants defended their h u!? L 

population facing the enemy of their 111 Zf £ .T" 18 , ° £ the 

during the laborious situation of blockade Then the" nn l°Tl ?" d 

defended the securities until the last ' h * " ^ e P°P ul ^tion 

(material and spiritual) . • drop of lts blood 

its^'eL^oTt^ Kha " *" d 

their' former Aryan culturJ hh, n„u ""f . C ° Uld P er petuate 

« ifliL f a°tS 

. ntinu^ SS^^JT^&JP^ 
religious leadership opposed fn hh/ lin 7 , ' lllG 
Hvili^ahi'nn » t ■ " ^ Ubeu co tne cultural values and 

|9ai„ s t\Sr N uf i s t a^ S c^u r e thUS r69Ular att - ks «« P--ed 



* t ,,: , 



Present Situation . 

%' 

SSSihoS!" birtlZf 1 ^, CUSt i°T hUman habits dike 

representing this culture like the tnv^ X ^ ° ther thi ^ s 
different metal t-nrnh« 1/ silver cups, arrow and bow, 

etc arp n^M.n ' s P? ars ' weapons and musical instruments 

existfng P a a re ia o/ tL ^po iT'l^T^' • ° tlMSr 

forgotten. P L ° f dlsa PPearing and of being 



greatly attached to their culture and civTli/atTon ! Tffn 

:£rom their predecessors. They lived with this cS H t '1 

Ior:fathers rea so y e t a°- 1 aband0 , , l tha ^eritance^of °' heir 

lefenf^sr Sons T %S" 9 JL ^rlfitiou: ^ 

/descendants y sc tlle religious and their 

§ 
i 



The previous generation W a C 

ascendants and lived f or ^ ^7 attached to the culture of it, 

L G lture i0n '. lg "°- I3t the vaTue "o? ^ ^ ™e Pr s 

cuituie, doesn't take intn ^ ^ thls civ ilization a ,H 

historical importance of this cSuwe"" 10 " the ^itu™ and 

Until present" der 
.spiritual tradition" 1 ' 1 „f *g res ista „ ce> son)e mate 
;f bec«u 0? of the hoBtilitieo o£ I Z T . Clllt «^ have vanish" 

: U 1S' tradesmen- ' iT.vasio " i^f*" 8 ' Some -ighboiri^ 

Sul.'^^ o b ^r S pa rt f o f t tT i «^™«SSS, ° f "cVloca 

.interest a^teUs™ 1 ' CUlt "« *»* customs^ f^T'ESSS 
Their desire in front of M 

^hese", Ule lnv «sion of ? he^i n!™" ?/ * m ° re mode ™ "ay 

NurisVan^L thl "3 S bring \" Ttst^ll*™*" P^chase 

:,thi- curtu^ — -^menace Cr 

Currently, we are in such a B u h . 

of our ancestors and 1 1 der^ni ! Where we know the culh.r 

■ .vanished traditions a re still i* h \ st °rical value. ThHther 
persons. There arp nio Stl11 111 the memorv nf t) , ei 

/distribution, the present L ^ 5 1 and the course of 
protecting the ciass'^^Tui ture ^Cristn be8t 
:..In the present situation i • 

museum of Nuristan, we couW coUecf 1 " iT^,"" 9 the ^graph^ 

t ^' d * * .library which „TA cont i?n ""f, 1 " 4 " 1 «,lturar 

are intere^Lj T • - WlU be Profitable to a 1 m clU the works °« 
.are interested .in Nuristan and its culture researchers who 

.-The realization of 1 on,- a 

classical culture, ! attacked "'f 8 a " d the Protection of the 
practicable with few posstbUiMo™ ^ U ^^ctions, are n of 

''inte e rested eaCh tMs ^ "^W^eesarv^, " 
' ' J'i t,Us CUlture and c!v!!? l 4 t ^f , j he 1 organisation. 

: be r,-o , S save<i - Adding that th» f5. ' hel P us so that 

be cieated in the central part of m ethnographic museum will 

.this museum will hproma Nuristan (i.e. Wevqal vliio * 

I ■ aut °»™ within three 



Of 

its 
Cor 



|^»^i^e^ -ivities side by side 

■V 3 ' I - 15 ^^»-ViCA I , PR IlicI p r , E3 _ op tiie CREATio( 

.1. Purchase g£ o„e Building , 

I We could create thio 
'-. appointed Oleama well CaTJ^ °" e ° f the former ho „, e 
..-.room according to the Sr^cLssicaT" 1 CO " tai " " sculpted 
Strhis nil ,K helter ' a barn, a bio " , Style ' an alcove! a 

' t dT" 9 ro ™ also^oncain an a a i" e n i9hb ° Urin 9 r °™ 

/'Mot havif lg d postessit. Tft 8 "L ul . ldi »9 contains 11 rooms « CeU ? r ' a 
|build ing hVinr^rs,^ 8 ^^. - could 1 Sc^X 

1 •«sto«. er cie h a a „ V a n ^ brlnfVon^c'h?"^ the buiWiag, we wl 
|| museum. "9 some changes for transferring if into 

r i . 



■ -St?) 

v ,"»• ■ 
1 • 



1 J ' Once these work- 
J thing, and put ^hJ?^^^. *e will buy the 

4 After purchase or during 
. support Pf^u^f^g^e-r-^ Hur^anoTo^ w £ h 

^ silver cum # . .° buy the "re things „„ • . 
f — CUPS ' U9ht1 ^ — --ic^ n ^ l V^ h 3 

^.populatron : Seal, ohic »& to.iV^JESM W ° rk « S «" 

things which serves the populations daily 

^"^eum-fF it is 

f 6XamPle ' SUV ^ -d C g U unpo y W def rS <" 
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